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1. A message from your President 

Despite financial constraints the Glasgow Con-
gress was a success thanks to the great efforts 
of Kevan Wylie and the Local Organising 
Committee. The scientific programme was 
varied and of high quality, ensuring there were 
topics of interest for all our members and other 
delegates. It was particularly gratifying to share 
the enthusiasm of some of younger researchers 
and practitioners. We have had an increase in 
the number of applications for membership post-
Congress. 

As WAS members know, a number of proposed 
changes to the Statutes and By-Laws were 
ratified at the General Assembly, held during the 
Congress. Of note are the changes designed to 
strengthen the position and activities of key 
Committees; and the creation of a student 
member category. This action coupled with the 
newly constituted Youth Initiative Committee 
ensures that WAS is maintaining a modern 
outlook and is preparing our future leaders. The 
2011 Statutes & By-Laws are available on our 
web page. 

We held our second, very successful, World 
Sexual Health Day on or around 4th September.  
You will find information elsewhere in this 
Newsletter. Suffice for me to say a big thank you 
to Esther Corona and to all those who so 

enthusiastically organised a variety of activities 
in their own cities and towns. 

Activities associated with meeting the goals of 
the Strategic Plan are well underway with the 
first deadlines for specific committees and/or 
individuals being January 2012. The roll out of 
activities and goal achievements will continue 
for the next two years. Reports of progress will 
be presented at the next Advisory Committee 
meeting to be held in 2012 (date to be 
determined).  

Next year will be busy with four of the five 
Federations holding there biennial Congresses. 
Details of the meetings appear elsewhere in this 
Newsletter. It is likely that the face-to-face AC 
meeting will be held during one of these 
Congresses. The members will be surveyed to 
estimate at which Congress we are likely to 
have the most AC members present. We shall 
also consider holding an electronic meeting to 
ensure as many members as possible can 
participate. 

Recently I was invited to attend a meeting in 
South Africa to facilitate the building of sexology 
societies in that country and beyond. WAS is 
under represented throughout the African con-
tinent and many African countries have a history 
of poor sexual health and limited attention to 
sexual rights. The meeting, organised by Dr 
Marlene Wasserman,   an individual   member of 
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WAS, and Liesl Theron, Director of Gender 
DynamiX, an organisational member of WAS, 
was well attended with representatives from a 
variety of professions, NGOs and concerned 
parents, partners and friends. Among the group 
was the leader of the South African Nurses 
union, representing 77,000 people. We are now 
working with individuals to encourage the 
development of both specific interest asso-
ciations and multi-disciplinary organisations.  

 
2. Obituary  Jean-Yves Desjardins 

 
Professor Jean-Yves Desjardins died on 
September 22nd, at the age of 80 , following a 
long illness. 
Co-founder of the first Department of Sexology 
at the University of Quebec at Montreal 
(UQAM), Prof. Jean-Yves Desjardins, psycho-
logist, criminologist and clinical sexologist 
greatly helped to develop research and teaching 
in clinical sexology. 

He offered a vision of 
health and sexual 
function that was 
disseminated to the 
general public in the 
70's in North America 
and Europe through 
conferences, radio 
programs, magazines 
and groups "Vivre en 
amour ". 
Thus, thousands of 
men and women 
benefited from the 
expertise of Jean-Yves 

Desjardins improving the quality of their sex life 
and love relationship. 
He created and developed a therapeutic 
approach, which was original, and at the cutting 
edge of sexology: Sexocorporel, now practiced 
by many clinical sexologists. 
In addition, his positive vision of the human 
being, his extraordinary kindness and cheer-
fulness have deeply touched and marked 
everyone. 
The loss of Professor Jean-Yves Desjardins 
leaves a great void in his family, patients, 
students, friends and all who met him and 
modern sexology loses one of its pioneers and 
pillars. 
 

Board of Directors of the International 
Sexocorporel Institute (ISI) 
 

 

3.   Glasgow WAS World Congress 
 
In June a total of 1085 sexual health profes-
sionals of 77 countries gathered in Glasgow at 
the 20th World Congress for Sexual Health.  
Originally, the World Congresses were the major 
reason to start the WAS, then World Association 
for Sexology. Over the last decade the name 
changed from Sexology to Sexual Health and 
now,  much more attention is paid to the field of 
Sexual Rights and to advocacy work. However, 
the World Congresses continue to be a very 
important way to exchange ideas and to forge 
the community of sexual health professionals.  
Glasgow offered ample opportunities for the 
various areas of Sexual Health. Sex resear-
chers, therapists, sex educators and sexual right 
professionals joined in the discussions towards 
a more healthy sexual future for all. 
This Glasgow WAS Congress was strongly 
influenced by two important facts. 

The economic crisis caused  serious financial 
worries. One of the results was that the gala 
party, usually a social highlight during a WAS 
Congress, had to be cancelled.  

The other, very sad fact was the sudden death 
of Marc Ganem, one of the important WAS 
protagonists. Marc had been WAS president in 
2001-2005 and President of the very successful 
WAS World Congress in 2001 in Paris. In the 
last year he established the Unesco Chair for 
Sexual Health and Human Rights. 
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On Sunday afternoon, June 12th, Marc 
addressed the WAS Advisory Committee with a 
presentation on his Unesco plans. Very shortly 
after that he had a serious myocardial infarction. 
The very gloomy message of his death had to 
be told during the official Congress Opening 
Ceremony. 
 
 

4. Highlight:   
WAS Scientific Committee 

 
Over the last months there have been several 
changes in the WAS Statutory Committees. In 
this Newsletter we will highlight two Committees:  
The Scientific Committee and the Sexual Righst 
Committee. In Nexrt Newsletter the Education 
Committee wil be highlighted. 

Members of the newly reconstituted Scientific 
Committee (2011-2013) represent medicine, 
psychology, sociology, public health and 
education. Between them there is a good range 
of experience and a diversity of scientific 
research approaches. The Scientific Committee 
dealt with the reconstruction of the Scientific 
tracks of the Glasgow Congress, and was 
responsible for edition and publication of 
Congress Proceedings in the Journal of Sexual 
Medicine.  
The SC is responsible for gathering data and re-
porting scientific background for the WAS 
Officers when taking part in Global discussions 
of decisions. An example is WAS partaking in 
the discussions on the revision of ICD10 and 
DSM 4. 
An important activity has been the creation of 
the first pillars of a World Sexual Health Data 
Base under the guidance of Pedro Nobre.  
Each of the current members of the Scientific 
Committee represents a separate area of 
research. 

 
Alain Giami, PhD (France):   Chair  

Alain, social psychologist, is currently Research 
Professor at INSERM (French National Institute 
of Health and Medical Research) where he 
coordinates a group of researchers in the field of 
sexuality and social sciences. He obtained his 
PhD in 1978 (Sorbonne - Paris) on a "critique of 
sexual education". Then his academic interests 
have focused on sex research from a multi-
disciplinary perspective including :  psychology, 
sociology, history and public health.  He has 
carried numerous French and international 

funded projects using qualitative and quan-
titative methods. His study on Attitudes toward 
the sexuality of people with mental retardation 
was published in French and Portuguese. 
Between 1990 and 1994, he served in the 
French task force on HIV-Aids in the field of 
social sciences and public health.  He carried 
research on the representations of Aids and HIV 
patients among nurses (published in French and 
Portuguese). In 1990, he participated the French 
national survey on sexual behaviour and was 
senior editor of two books that followed this 
study. In 1998, when the new treatments for 
sexual disorder were released, he became a 
consultant to the French Ministry of Health and 
chaired the National expert committee on 
pharmacological treatments for Erectile 
Dysfunction. He carried out a national survey on 
"sexology as a profession" and the protocol for 
this study was translated and applied in 6 
European countries. His  last project is about a 
national Survey on Transgender sexual health 
and identities.  
Alain is currently engaged in a research 
program in Brasil in cooperation with  the 
University of Sao Paulo and the Institute of 
Social Medicine of the State University of Rio de 
Janeiro. He is member of the Scientific 
Committee of the EFS and recently appointed 
as the Scientific Director of the Unesco Chair on 
Sexual Health and Human Rights.  

 

P Ganesan Adaikan, PhD, DSc (Singapore) 

Ganesan is Research Professor and Head of 
Sexual Medicine Section. But also clinical 
sexologist in the ObGyn Department, National 
University Hospital, Yong Loo Lin School of 
Medicine, National University of Singapore. He 
is a world renowned sexual medicine expert and 
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pioneer credited with breakthrough findings. In 
his three decades in sexual medicine he 
established the Andrology Clinic at the National 
University Hospital where he is involved in the 
routine clinical management of sexual 
dysfunction, therapy and counseling of male and 
female patients. He is a "thought leader" and 
consultant to international pharmaceutical 
companies in sexual medicine. 
Ganesan was President of AOFS (2002-2004); 
President of ISSM  (2004-2006); Scientific Chair 
of ISSM (2006-2008) and Founding President of 
Society for the Study of Andrology & Sexology, 
Singapore (SSASS – 1997). He has organized 
International and regional congresses of the 
above societies in Singapore. He serves in the 
Editorial Board of JSM and several other 
international journals in the fields of sexual 
medicine, andrology and sexual health.  

Maryanne Doherty,  PhD  (Australia ) 

Maryanne’s recent position is Associate 
Professor and leader of the Sexology program 
at Curtin University in Perth Australia.  This is 
the only program in the Southern Hemisphere to 
offer postgraduate studies in the field of 
Sexology (located in the School of Public 
Health).  Previously, she was a Professor and 
Associate Dean in the Faculty of Education at 
the University of Alberta in Edmonton, Canada. 
Maryanne is responsible for teaching sexology 
to undergraduate and graduate students, 
researching, and collaborating with the 
community.  The result of her most recent 
research project with the Public Health Agency 
of Canada was the development of an 
assessment tool to measure the sexual health of 
Canadian youth using a social determinants 
framework.  She is a reviewer for the WAS 
IJSH. 

Anne Katz,  RN - PhD  (Canada)  
Anne is the sexuality counselor at CancerCare 
in Manitoba. Her practice and research interests 
lie in cancer and sexuality. She was the 
Scientific Chair of the 2011 ISSWSH meeting 
and will chair the 2012 SSTAR meeting in 
Baltimore.  
In addition to her practice and research, Dr Katz 
is the author of eight books for health care 
providers and patients on the topics of sexuality 
and cancer survivorship. 

Elisabeth Meloni Vieira,  MD - PhD  (Brasil) 

Elisabeth is is both Medical Doctor and Public 
Health Specialist. She has a Master in 
Preventive Medicine by the University of São 
Paulo and a PhD on Applied Population 
Research by the University of Exeter, UK.  She 
works as Associate Professor in the Department 
of Social Medicine of the Medical School of 
Ribeirão Preto-University of São Paulo. She has 
been working with Reproductive and Sexual 
Health in the last 30 years, approaching Female 
Sterilization, Contraception, Family Planning 
and Gender.  
Recently she dealth with transcultural adaptation 
and validation of the Female Sexual Function 
Index (FSFI) for Brazilian Portuguese. She is a 
leader of a Research Group of Brazilian National 
Council for Research (CNPq) named Health and 
Gender and member of the Working Group on 
Sexual Disorders and Sexual Health of WHO. 
 

 
 
Pedro Nobre, PhD  (Portugal) 
Pedro, clinical psychologist from the University 
of Coimbra (Portugal), is currently Professor and 
Director of the Laboratory for Research in 
Human Sexuality (SexLab) at Aveiro University. 
He is responsible for various research projects 
on sexual health, has published several 
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scientific papers in international journals and is a 
member of the editorial board of several 
sexuality related journals.  
He is the author of the book "Sexual dysfunc-
tions: theory, research and treatment" (2006). 
Pedro is Past-President of the Portuguese 
Society of Clinical Sexology (2008-2011) and 
was President of the Organizing Committee of 
the 10th Congress of the EFS (2010). He is 
project leader of the World Database on Sexual 
Health. 

Padaruth Ramlachan, MD-PhD  (Rep South 
Africa) 

Padaruth, family practitioner and director of 
Newkwa Sexual Health and Wellness Centre, is 
on a mission to spread awareness of sexual 
health in the African continent.  
He is an executive member of the African 
Society of Sexual Medicine, a member of the 
Public Policy Committee of International Society 
of Sexual Medicine (ISSM) and the past 
President of the  Southern African Sexual Health 
Association (SASHA) , Kwazulu Natal branch. 
Padaruth is Sexual Medicine lecturer at the  
Department of Family Medicine (Nelson 
Mandela School of Medicine, Kwazulu Natal). 
“The Sexual Health of the people is the 
foundation upon which all their happiness and 
all their power as a country depend” 

 

Andrea Salonia, MD (Italy) 

Andrea is a full staff urologist at the Department 
of Urology of the University Vita-Salute San 
Raffaele in Milan, Italy.  He received his medical 
degree from the University of the Milan School 
of Medicine and he completed his residency in 
urology at the University of Trieste (Italy), and 

his residency in endocrinology at the University 
Vita-Salute San Raffaele of Milan. 
He is an official Editorial Board member of 
European Urology and The Journal of Sexual 
Medicine, and an official reviewer for several 
peer-reviewed international journals, as well. 
Dr. Salonia is the current Chairman of the 
scientific committee of the Eur Soc for Sexual 
Medicine and the Local Chairman of the 2011 
ESSM Congress in Milan. 

Aleksandar Štulhofer , PhD (Croatia)  

Aleksandar (1962), professor of sociology and 
head of the Sexology Unit at the University of 
Zagreb, Croatia, is affiliated faculty of the Kinsey 
Institute for Research in Gender, Sex, and 
Reproduction and senior lecturer at the WHO 
Collaborative Centre/Knowledge Hub for 
Capacity Development in HIV Surveillance 
Zagreb. Dr Štulhofer is WHO consultant for 
behavioral HIV surveillance in the Eastern 
Mediterranean region.  
He founded the annual International Spring 
School in Sex Research (Gro�njan, Croatia) and 
was one of the inaugurating members of the 
Croatian Association for Sex Therapy. 
 

 

Nadine Terrein Roccatti,  PhD  (Mexico) 

Nadine is a psychologist and psychotherapist in 
sexual therapy. She is coordinator of a Training 
Course for Sexual Therapy and Clinical 
Sexology. Aiming at a Masters Degree for this 
Course she is currently working towards official 
recognition by the Mexican authorities. 
As a professor in two universities, she is 
involved in clinical sexology research 
(questionnaire development and treatment 
evaluation). Besides she is involved in Sexual 
Health promotion. 



� � Newsletter 
  December 2011  Vol 7; Issue 2  

� � �

�

�

WAS PROMOTING GLOBAL SEXUAL HEALTH, SEXUAL RIGHTS & UNIVERSAL SEXUAL ITY EDUCATION 

�

5. Highlight: 
Sexual Rights Committee 

 
The Sexual Rights Committee (SRC) has been 
a WAS ad hoc committee since 1997. The 
purpose of this committee is to monitor and 
respond to breaches of sexual rights throughout 
the world and to provide evidence-based advice 
on sexual rights. It was founded and organized 
by Juan José Borrás-Valls and María Pérez-
Conchillo in Spain. Thus, we are suffering from 
deep sadness at the recent loss of Juan. His 
long history of advocating equal rights and 
justice and tireless efforts serving as the chair of 
this committee since its inception have left a 
powerful and inspirational legacy. 

The committee consists of members who have 
specific task and goals related to observing and 
responding breaches of respect for sexual rights 
in seven geographic areas. In July, Yuko 
Higashi from Japan stepped in as the new 
committee chair. The current members of the 
committee assigned in each area are as follows: 

�  Africa:   
Marlene Wasserman (Rep South Africa) 

�  Asia:   
Emil Ng (Hong Kong) and  
Yuko Higashi (Japan) 

�  Australia, New Zealand & Pacific 
Islands:  Matt Tilley (Australia) 

�  Europe including Russia & Turkey:  
Maria Pérez Conchillo (Spain) and  
Tommi Paalanen (Finland)  

�  North America:   
Xud Zubieta Méndez (Spain) 

�  Middle East:   
(to be filled) 

�  South America:  
Aminta Parra (Venezuela) and  
Jorge Montero (Argentina) 

Brief self-introductions of the new members of 
SRC are included at the end of this document. 

 

Activities 

2-1. Monitoring 

The Committee monitors government and non-
government activities related to the maintenance 

and/or breach of sexual rights or of human rights 
that might impact upon sexual health. The fol-
lowings are some examples of recent events 
that came to our attention: 

� So-called corrective rape in which men rape 
lesbians to "cure" them of their sexual 
orientation is on the increase in South Africa. 
(May) 

� In a groundbreaking achievement for 
upholding the principles of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the 
United Nations Human Rights Council passed a 
resolution on human rights violations based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity. (June) 

� India’s Minister for Health and Family 
Welfare Ghulam Nabi Azad allegedly stated that 
homosexuality “is a disease which has come 
from other countries” in a press conference on 
HIV/Aids in Delhi (4th July - BBC NEWS South 
Asia 5th July) despite gay sex being 
decriminalized in the country in 2009. (July) 

� An official in Ghana has called for the imme-
diate arrest of all gays and lesbians in the 
nation’s Western Region. The order came from 
Paul Evans Aidoo, the Western Regional 
Minister, and is drawing widespread support 
from other politicians as well as Ghana’s 
conservative religious leaders. (July) 

� According to Ghanaian Supreme Court 
Justice Rose Owusu, over 1,000 women and 
700 children are currently being detained in 
witches' camps. At a recent human rights 
conference, one woman, Bikamila Bagberi, 
testified about the 13 years she was detained at 
a witches' camp, where she was tortured when 
she refused to confess to being a witch. 
(September) 

� The arbitrary arrest and continued detention 
of the former Minister of Finance of the Republic 
of Cyprus, Mr. Sarris, and other individuals on 
the basis of their sexual orientation by the 
regime in Northern Cyprus. (October) 

� The Austrian Constitutional Court declared 
admissible the exclusion of heterosexual 
couples from registered partnership, which 
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bounds couples more loosely then marriage and 
is easier to dissolve. (November) 

� The party led by Russian President 
Medvedev and Prime Minister Putin is pushing 
discriminatory legislation against lesbian, bi, gay 
and trans people that could eliminate their 
freedom to speak publicly and to assemble. 
(November) 

2-2. Promotion of Sexual Rights 

The Committee engages in the promotion of 
Sexual Rights by: a) writing and mailing letters 
to denounce the violations of Human Sexual 
Rights in different parts of the world, and b) 
supporting other similar initiatives and signing 
letters which denounce the violation of Human 
Sexual Rights in different parts of the world. We 
acknowledge that during the last year we have 
not always been able to respond in a timely 
manner to many of the events mentioned above 
due to the reconstituting period of the 
committee. We are working towards redefining 
and clarifying each member’s role and 
emphasizing a streamlined system where brea-
ches of sexual rights are quickly brought to the 
Committee’s attention and appropriate action is 
promptly taken. 

Future Challenges 

In August, a questionnaire was sent from a new 
chair to the members of SRC, asking about 
expectations and future directions for this 
committee. Based on the responses and 
valuable advice from other members of WAS, 
the following represent some key points in our 
future plans and commitments, which also 
include requests for help from other members of 
WAS: 

3-1. Maximizing the influence of a message 

The Committee has a responsibility to maximize 
the influence of the messages that it 
disseminates and is currently developing 
strategies to help reach this goal. We have 
received excellent suggestions from several 
members outside the Committee and sincerely 
welcome any advice or ideas from WAS 
members to help us strengthen the influence of 
our important message. 

3-2. Networking 

While we understand the seriousness and 
importance of our goals, the SRC recognizes 
that it is not yet well known outside the 
organization. In order for us to make ourselves 
more visible and increase the weight of our 
message, it is necessary for us to get connected 
with other better-known organizations, both 
internationally and locally. Again, we will be 
seeking assistance from each member of WAS 
to help us get connected with their associated 
organizations and key personnel. 

3-3. Making SRC more visible and present 

Relating to issues in 3-1 and 3-2, we as a com-
mittee need to make ourselves more visible and 
present in WAS and outside the organization. 
Thanks to Tommi Paalanen, we are working to 
introduce our own website in the very near 
future. On this webpage, we are going to 
disseminate information about events and 
current topics concerning sexual rights, our 
responses, and hopefully receive alerts and 
information from others. This, we hope, will 
serve as an international communication 
platform and possibly lead to a future advocacy 
forum. 

 

New WAS Sexual Rights Committee members 

Yuko Higashi 

Yuko is a professor at Osaka Prefecture 
University, teaching Social Work and Sexual 
Health/Rights. She’s a board member of Osaka 
Human Rights Ass., Kansai AIDS Council, 
Japanese Ass. for Sex Education, and 
Japanese Ass. for GID. She’s a co-founder of 
Sexuality Education and Empowerment (SEE). 
One of her main interests centers on research in 
HIV/AIDS and includes her work in the HIV/-
AIDS community since 1990. She’s been the 
head of a research team on Sex Work and HIV 
funded by Japan’s Ministry of Health, Welfare 
and Labour since 2006. She has also devoted 
herself to issues surrounding gender noncon-
formity/diversity and has been working for an 
NGO called Trans-Net Japan since 1995. 
Additionally, she served as a consultant for 
gender identity clinics of two university hospitals 
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and on the Guideline Committee of the 
Japanese Association for Psychiatry and 
Neurology. 

 

Matt Tilley  

Matt is an academic in Sexology at Curtin 
University with an academic background in psy-
chology; he is a  registered  Clinical Psycho-
logist in Australia and also works  in private 
practice.   He believes that the discipline of 
Sexology has a very bright future, and that WAS 
is in an excellent place to advance not only the 
discipline internationally, but also to increase the 
recognition of Sexology as a valid scientific field 
of action. 
One of his goals is to foster healthy sexual 
health environments for all people, and he 
hopes that his involvement with WAS and the 
WAS Sexual Rights committee will facilitate this 
goal. He is also interested in the following 
issues, sexuality and gender diversity; STIs and 
HIV/AIDS; sexual behavior; sexuality education; 
and sexual function and dysfunction.  

Marlene Wasserman 

Marlene is an internationally trained Clinical 
Sexologist, Couple and Sex Therapist, Sexual 
Medicine Consultant and Therapist, in private 
practice. This means that she spends most of 
her day thinking, talking and processing 
relationships and sexual conundrums that 
people bring to her professional practice. Being 
driven by the need to right the wrong in human 
injustices. Marlene is a sexual rights activist, an 
outspoken media personality and educator. She 
is a committee member of a number of national 
and international boards and contributes 

towards the growth of her specialisation. As an 
academic she teaches Sexual Medicine at the 
University of Cape Town and lectures locally 
and internationally. She is published in 
academic journals, written her own books and 
continues to write for various media. Marlene is 
the founder of the DR. EVE brand. Find Dr. Eve  
weekly on radio, occasionally on television and 
daily on the web site: www.dreve.co.za   

Tommi Paalanen 

Tommi  is a Finnish philosopher, whose major 
interests are philosophical sexual ethics, human 
rights and sexual politics. 
He works as a specialist in the Centre of Exce-
llence in Sexual Health Education in JAMK 
University of Applied Sciences in Jyväskylä, 
Finland and chairs the board of Sexpo 
Foundation in Helsinki. He is very fond of any 
kinds of political activism to advance positive, 
open and liberal atmosphere towards sexuality 
and diversity in society. 
 

When sexual right issues come to your 
attention, please forward information to Yuko 

or the colleagues of her Committee.  
 

Yuko Higashi    higashi@sw.osakafu-u.ac.jp 

Jorge Montero   
 jorge_horacio@raices-montero.com.ar 

Emil Ng                              hrmcnml@hku.hk 

Tommi Paalanen   tommi.paalanen@jamk.fi 

Aminta Parra           amintaparra@gmail.com 

Maria Pérez Conchillo      mperez@espill.org 
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Matt Tilley                     m.tilley@curtin.edu.au 

Marlene Wasserman        dreve@dreve.co.za 

Xud Zubieta Méndez    xudzubieta@ono.com 

Marlene Wasserman        dreve@dreve.co.za 
 
 

6. The WAS Youth Initiative 
Committee.  

 

On June 2011, the WAS General Assembly 
approved the conformation of the Youth Initiative 
Committee, Co-Chaired by Antón Castellanos 
Usigli and Esther Corona Vargas, and integrated 
by ten young sexual health advocates from nine 
countries: 

  1.  Åse Werner (Sweden) 
  2.  Carlos Cotiz (Venezuela) 
  3.  Emma Skarpås (Sweden) 
  4.  Magdalena Rivera (Chile) 
  5.  Pablo Fernandez (Australia) 
  6.  Rola Yasmine (Lebanon) 
  7.  Samuel Muchoki (Kenya) 
  8.  Stefano Eleuteri (Italy) 
  9.  Vijayasarathi Ramanathan (India) 
10.  Yasmany Díaz Figueroa (Cuba) 

 

Web sites.  
After the 20th World Congress for Sexual Health 
in Glasgow, the Committee has been developing 
the Internet sites of the Youth Initiative.  
The Youth Initiative has a web page: 
www.youthinitiativewas.org 

 

We have also a Facebook page  
(Please join and invite other people to join! ): 
www.facebook.com/pages/Youth-Initiative-WAS-
World-Association-for-Sexual-
Health/240537022641790 

And more recently, we have a YouTube Channel: 
www.youtube.com/user/YouthInitiativeWAS 

“Youth’s Sexual Health in the 21 st Century”.  
From now on, the WAS Youth Initiative 
Committee will devote much of its efforts to 
organize the International Consultation “Youth’s 
Sexual Health in the 21st Century”.  
For more information contact: 

Antón Castellanos Usigli: 
anton_usigli@hotmail.com  

Esther Corona Vargas:  
  esthercoronav@gmail.com  
 
 

7.  World Sexual Health Day 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Youth Initiative Committee had a very 
strong participation during World Sexual Health 
Day 2011. On the WAS Youth Initiative website 
we posted various interviews answered by 
youths involved in sexual health promotion (see 
“Youth Voices in World Sexual Health Day 
2011”) and each Member of the Committee 
organized different activities in their countries. 
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Hereunder we report some of the WSHD 
activities in the various countries, many of them 
organised by members of WAS Youth 
Committee. 

Australia/India.  
Vijay Ramanathan sponsored a Facebook ad 
that targeted people in India & Australia to 
promote WSHD 2011. 

Brasil 
With SBRASH (Brasilian Society for Study of 
Human Sexuality) Jaqueline Brendler organized 
a symposium in Rio de Janeiro on Adolescent 
Sexual Health. Topics were among others:  ‘Self 
care for the adolescent’, ‘The myth of urological 
examination in young men’, and ‘The impor-
tance of studying sexuality for medical and 
psychology students’. 

Chile.  
Magdalena Rivera Becker organized an activity 
of Improvisational Theatre entitled: “What sex 
education do we want in Chile?” at the Santiago 
Library. 
Magdalena also coordinated an activity at a 
High School located in Cerrillos, Santiago de 
Chile. The activity received the support of the 
Centre of Family Health and the CRIAPS, a 
state institution devoted to HIV prevention. 
Students discussed and asked about many 
sexual topics.  

Cuba.  
Yasmany Díaz Figueroa organized a three-Day 
Program for WSHD 2011. The Program included 
a presentation of audiovisual materials produced 
by the Cuban National Center for Sex Education 
(CENESEX), including a book presentation and 
the projection of a TV series called “Puberty”.  
A Sexual Health Fair was coordinated in one of 
the busiest places in Havana, in which sexual 
health specialists approached hundreds of 
pedestrians to talk about sexual health. They 
answered their doubts, distributed sex education 

materials, and invited them to draw what they 
thought of sexual health. 

Italy. 
Stefano Eleuteri co-organized an event to 
commemorate WSHD at the Institute of Clinical 
Sexology in Rome. He delivered a presentation 
about the WAS Youth Initiative and more than 
60 persons participated in group discussions 
about youth’s sexual health.    

Japan 
WSHD in Japan was celebrated in Yokohama 
and in Osaka.  
Yuko Higashi’s happening in Osaka had the 
Theme: Sexual Minorities in School: from 
exclusion to inclusion. Yasuharu Hidaka, 
professsor in Health Education addressed 
“Sexual Orientation and Health Issues”; trans-
gender high school teacher Itsuki Dohi on:  
“Messages from a Transgender student group” 
and lesbian activist Shoko Usami on: “How to 
make a safe school environment for LGBTs and 
how to protect their mind”. With much interactive 
discussions afterwards. 
WSHD in Yokohama was organized by Tomoko 
Saotome & Makiko Saitoh. The theme here was: 
‘Love and Life in the Future and Sexuality’. With 
both on-site participants and Ustream viewers. 
There was a lecture from the ob/gyn perspective 
on “The youth and Sexuality” by Shigehisa 
Uemura, and nightclub owner Michiyo Nishikai 
gave a lecture: “What’s in the name of love: the 
men’s reality vs. women’s wishful delusion”. 
 
Lebanon. 
Rola Yasmine organized the art exhibition Good 
Sex/ Bad Sex/ No Sex/ Your Sex that took place 
in Alt City, Beirut.  
 
Mexico.  
Antón Castellanos Usigli co-organized (with Luis 
Perelman and “Cuenta Conmigo”) 3 different 
activities: 
A Press Conference at the Human Rights Com-
mission of Mexico City.  
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A Forum entitled “Youth’s Sexual Health: New 
challenges in the XXI Century”, at the General 
Direction of Equality and Social Diversity of 
Mexico City’s Government, in which some of the 
most important young sexual health advocates 
in Mexico discussed sexual health issues.  
A public activity called “Es-COGE tus Derechos 
Sexuales” (Choose your sexual rights), at the 
Angel of Independence (one of Mexico City’s 
landmarks). People received information about 
WSHD, and they had the opportunity to take a 
photo with a sexual right in front of the Angel.  
 
Netherlands. 
Rutgers WPF, NGO and an important 
stakeholder in Sexual Health decided to devote 
their Annual Johannes Rutgers Lecture to 
WSHD. Johannes Rutgers promoted sexual 
health already at the end of the 19th century. 
The topic of lecture and discussion was the 
relation between sexual health and the Arabic 
Spring:  “Will the Arabic revolution evolve in a 
sexual revolution with more sexual freedom for 
young people?”. The discussion was guided by 
Bert Koenders, the former Dutch Minister of 
Development Aid.  
 
Russia 
The Russian WSHD celebration was spread 
over two weeks. Meeting in Russia asks for 
extraordinary  arrangements. The few sexual 
health professionals are separated by very big 
distances (and many time-zones). So they 
mainly communicate and interact by Skype tele-
conferencing. That has also advantages. 
Presentations on sex education by a 
professional from the Western World were given 
from a distance and they were directly translated 
in Russian. Yuriy Zharkov from Moscow was 
one of the leading organisers. 
 
Sweden.  
Emma Skarpås and Åse Werner talked about 
the WAS Youth Initiative as part of a Sexual 
Health Conference at Malmö City Library.  
 
 
 

Venezuela. 
Carlos Cotiz organized a Forum about Youth’s 
Sexuality at the University Hospital "Dr. Alfredo 
Van Grieken" in Coro, Venezuela. More than 
200 youths participated.  
 
Vietnam 
The international branch of Rutgers WPF, the 
Dutch NGO, had very positive messages from 
their Vietnam field office. The preparation of 
WSHD proved in itself already very positive 
through the process of movement building. 
Strong connections developed between the 
various relevant organizations, that on WSHD 
decided to start a Sexual Health Alliance. Then 
WSHD itself was a real success with not only 
many organisations, but also many people 
attending.  

 

 

 

8   News from the Federations 
 
AFSHR 
African Federation of Sexual Health and 
Rights. 
In Africa, WAS is still very underrepresented. 
But activities happen in the far South and the far 
North. In November 2011 important steps were 
made in Republic South Africa towards 
expanding sexual health structures in the 
Southern part of the African Continent.  
In the North Cairo was supposed to host the 5th 
AFSHR Conference already in February 2012. 
However, because of the political situation, this 
meeting is postponed to September 2012. It is 
organised in cooperation with the Egyptian 
Society for Sexual Health & Medicine, professor 
Ahmed Ragaa Ragab and Professor Azim. 
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AOFS 
Asia Oceania Federation of Sexology  
The region of the AOFS represents the majority 
of the human population, and their cultures 
harbour a lot of human wisdom. Professor Arif 
Adimoelja, President of AOFS, gave a message 
to all of us on the importance of combining 
scientific knowledge with the holistic approach 
that people deserve. That is also his plea for the 
coming AOFS congress in Matsue in Japan in 
August 2012. Let´s gather there and discuss to 
rebuild the wholeness of Sexuality and 
Spirituality and improve the Quality of Life of 
ourselves and our patients. 
The AOFS has an excellent Newsletter that is 
open to everybody. Via: 
http://assertnational.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2011/09/aofs-newsetter-edition-
1-82011.pdf 

For AOFS Congress folder: See appendix 1  

 
EFS 
European Federation for Sexology 
After a troubled period, spent in selecting a new 
PCO and the next venue, the EFS is glad to 
announce its 11th Congress “Promoting sexual 
health: a pathway to happiness”, that will be 
held on 20-22 September in Madrid. 
During our first Scientific Committee Meeting, 
we have reached important decisions with Miren 
Larrazzabal, President of the Spanish Fede-
ration, and AIM, our PCO, regarding the venue 
choice, the Congress promotion and the 
Scientific Program. A new Scientific Committee 
has been selected to begin to work for the next 
event and for many of the other important tasks 
for the future of  EFS. 
In Glasgow, during the WAS congress,  EFS 
organized a successful first meeting on training 
in sexology. Organised by TEC (Training and 
Education Committee), founded in 2010 by the 
EFS to promote and facilitate collaboration 
between European institutes and organizations 
that provide postgraduate training in the area of 
sexology. During the 2011 WAS meeting in 
Glasgow, EFS also organized a roundtable 
“Training Programmes for sexologists in 
Europe”. 

 
In September past EFS-President Antonio 
Palha, EFS-President Chiara Simonelli and 
EFS-Vice President Kevan Wylie participated in 
a joint EFS-FLASSES meeting during the 15th 
World Congress of Psychiatry in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina.  
Our Vice President Kevan Wylie regularly visited 
Eastern European countries to encourage them 
and facilitate the gathering of local sexologists 
and provide them with the organizational skills to 
form local societies. In July 2011, he lectured 
medical specialists from various disciplines in 
the University Hospital of Pristina, Kosovo, in a 
meeting facilitated by Dr. Syla of the WHO. With 
also tele-relaying these lectures Such meetings  
instigate the University to start teaching Sexual 
Health. 
EFS groups participated in various countries in 
in WSHD 2011. 
Contact: info@europeansexology.com 
Website: http://www.europeansexology.com 
2012 Congress : efs2012@aimgroup.eu 
web.aimgroupinternational.com/2012/efs/wordpress 
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FLASSES  
Federación Latinoamericana de Sociedades 
de Sexología y Educación Sexual. 
The Spanish and Portuguese speaking collea-
gues are increasingly preparing for the 2013 
congress in Rio de Janeiro, but in the coming 
year they have several interesting meetings. In 
January already in Havana, but the highlight for 
2012 will be the annual Federation meeting in 
Medellin, Colombia. 
Detailed Federation information in Spanish can 
be found in the new website: 
www.flasses.net 
 
NAFSO 
North American Federation of Sexology 
In a region with several big organisations  with 
own annual conferences, the need to rely on a 
Regional Federation is apparently far less 
relevant than in the other continents. Presently 
NAFSO is a slumbering organisation. We hope 
that there are activities behind the curtains that 
will result in a revitalised NAFSO. 
 
 

9  Sexual Health Edition  AMJ 
�
In the former WAS Newsletter (May 2011) you 
were invited to consider submitting a manuscript 
for a Special Edition of the Australasian Medical 
Journal (AMJ).  
This Edition on Sexual Health is now available  
Vol 4, No 11 ; 2011: Sexual Health 
AMJ is a peer reviewed medical journal  with a 
focus on health innovation & community health 
debate. 
Being an open access journa l, PDF’s (and also 
video’s) are for free available for everybody. 
Go to www.amj.net.au/index.php?journal=AMJ.  
In this special edition on Sexual Health you’ll 
find: 
 

Research article by Hilde de Vocht et al: 
Sexuality and Intimacy in Cancer and Palliative 
care,  Hilde De Vocht 
 

A review by Pablo Fernandez et al. on Sexual 
Assault: Implications for Counselling Support. 
 

A review by Tao Peng et al: on The Impact of 
Infertility on Sexuality 
 

A review by Kiran D Durgad: on Risk Factors 
Associated with Inconsistent Condom Use 
 

A Case Study by Natalie Ann Hamam on Drugs 
and Impotence 
 

A ‘Brief Report’ (both a Video and a PDF) by 
Adam Jiwa on Condoms no Laughing Matter 
 
 

10  Sex Education Matters 
 

 

 

 

 
 
LOVE MATTERS  
Love Matters is a playful way of sex education 
produced by Radio Netherlands Worldwide 
(RNW). It is strongly influenced by the typical 
Dutch pragmatic view on Sexuality and Sexual 
Health. The radio programs and the website are 
intended for teenagers and young adults around 
the world. 
The Dutch have a reputation for open, honest, 
and non-judgmental attitudes towards sex.  
RNW balances that approach by working closely 
with regional partners to make sure that their 
content is culturally appropriate and does not 
cause offense. 
Love Matters is currently only available in 
English, but work is already underway on 
versions in other languages. 
www.lovematters.info 
 
SHOW ME HOW 
Show Me How is another way of sex education. 
This is a series of 19 short sexuality education 
films. They are starring Western young adoles-
cents and they very explicitly show ‘how to do it’.  
The sex shown is clearly safe sex with pleasure 
and respect without being boring. These films fill 
the gap between ‘medical’ sex education and 
porn. 
Originally Dutch, these short films are now also 
available in English. For a small sum, one can 
buy one fragment or a series of films 
www.showmehow.co.uk 
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11 For your Agenda 
 
Upcoming sexual health related  
                       meetings and activities.  
 
Postgraduate Training in Medical Sexology. 
A three years Residency Training Program. 
Start January 15,  2012  (and also July 1,  
2012).  
CIPPSV  (Centro de Investigaciones 
Psiquiátricas, Psicológicas y  
Sexologicas de Venezuela) 
Director: Fernando Bianco,  
fjbiancoc@gmail.com 
 
1st Annual Nat. Conf on Cancer & Sexuality 
January 20, 2012 
Manchester, UK 
Living with Sexuality and Cancer 
                      (see appendix 2) 
 
6th Cuban Congress on Education, 
Orientation & Sexual Therapy  
Centro Nacional de Educación Sexual 
(CENESEX) 
January 23-26, 2012 
Havana, Cuba 
www.cenesexualidad.sld.cu 
 
15th Meeting of BSSM 
Advances in Sexual Medicine 2012 
   Cancer, HIV and Sexuality 
January 27, 2012 
RSM, London, UK 
www.bssm.org.uk/meetings/ 
 
11th ISSWSH Annual meeting  
February 19-22, 2012  
‘Next year in Jerusalem’  
Crowne Plaza, Jerusalem, Israel  
www.isswsh.org 
 
International Meeting "The Practice of 
Medical Sexology". 
World Association for Medical Sexology 
President Org. Comm: Fernando Bianco 
April 13-14. 2012. 
Caracas,Venezuela. 
www.worldassociationformedical sexology.com  

2nd Internat. congress ‘Woman and man’ 
     Reproductive and Sexual Health 
April 13-14, 2012 
Warsaw, Poland 
www.kobietaimezczyzna.info 
 
SSSS Annual meeting: 
      Western Region 
Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality 
April 19-22, 2012 
Los Angeles, California, USA 
On being sexual; Innovations  
                      in thought and science 
www.ssswr.org 
 
SSSS Annual meeting  
     Eastern & Midcontinent Regions 
Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality 
May 17-20, 2012 
Bloomington, Indiana, USA 
Keeping SEX in Sexual Health:  
                  Research, education & Action. 
www.indiana.edu/~ssss/eastern 
 
44th AASECT Annual Conference 
American Association of Sexuality educators, 
counselors & therapists 
June 6-10, 2012 
Austin, Texas, USA 
Synergy; innovation, sexuality, tradition 
www.aasect.org 
 
12th Congress of ESCRH 
Eur Soc of Contraception & Reprod Health 
June 20-23, 2012 
Athens, Greece 
Myths & misconceptions  
                    vs evidence on contraception. 
www.escrh.eu  
 
38th Annual meeting of IASR 
International Academy of Sex Research 
July 8-12, 2012 
Lisbon, Portugal 
www.iasr.org 
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34th Conference of the ISPA 
International School Psychology Association 
Included sexual health education. 
July 9-13, 2012 
Montreal,  Canada 
www.ispaweb.org  
 
6th ESSM Oxford Sexual Medicine Course 
July 23 – August 3,  2012  
St Catherine’s College Oxford,  UK 
A two-week residential course 
Programme director:  Dr John Dean  
            More info: see appendix  3 
Info via   jan@sexualmedicine.org  
Or from Febr 2012: via www.essm.org 
 
12th Asia-Oceania Congress of Sexology 
August 2-5, 2012 
Matsue, Japan 
Promotion of Sexual Health in Asia and-Oceania 
www.12aocs.jp 
 
15th ISSM World Meeting on Sexual Medicine  
Joint meeting of SMSNA and ISSM 
August 26 - 30, 2012  
Chicago, USA  
www.issmsmsna2012.org 
 
3rd Celebration of World Sexual Health Day 
September 4, 2012 
www.worldsexology.org 
 
11th Congress of the EFS 
European Federation of Sexology 
September 20-22, 2012 
Madrid, Spain 
Organising President, Miren Larrazabal 
Hon Pres: late Juan José Borrás Valls 
Scientific President: Francesco Cabello 
Promoting Sexual Health; a pathway to 
happiness. 
http://web.aimgroupinternational.com/2012/efs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
5th African Conference on Sexual Health and 
Rights   
Organiser: Egyptian Society for Sexual Health & 
Medicine  
Prof Dr Ahmed Ragaa Ragab 
September 19-22, 2012  
Cairo, Egypt  
Sexual Health and Culture in Africa  
 
34th NACS Conference 
Nordic Association for Clinical Sexology  
Pleasure and health by education, counselling & 
treatment 
October 4-7, 2012 
Helsinki, Finland 
www.nacs2012.fi 

 
 
9th Annual meeting IAMS 
International Academy for Medical Sexology 
October 9-10, 2012 
Medellin,Colombia 
www.academiasexologia.org  
 



16th Clases Congress 
Latin American Sexology and Sexual Education.  
October 10-13, 2012 
Medellin. Colombia.  
Gran Fiesta Sexologica LatinoAmericana 
www.clases2012.com  

 
3rd Symposium on Cancer & Sexuality 
ISSM, International Society for Sexuality and 
Cancer 
October 19, 2012 
Lyon, France (see appendix 4) 
www.issc.nu 
 
1st Examinations for Sexual Medicine 
Fellowship 
December 5th , 2012  
Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
Registration: via www.essm.org 
Registration deadline: September 5. 
Cost of this Multiple Choice Exam: € 400. 
Passing this exam is needed to become FEBSM 
(Fellow of the European Board of Sexual 
Medicine) 
Everyone can apply for the exam. 
However, being under supervision of the UEMS 
(European Union of Medical Specialists), the 
Board has to follow their rules and regulations.  
Accordingly, fellowship of the Board can only be 
acquired by physicians. 
www.essm.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15th Congress of the ESSM 
European Society for Sexual Medicine 
December 6-9, 2012 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
www.essm.org 
 
1st Global Conference on Contraception, 
Reproductive & Sexual Health 
ESC Eur Soc Contraception & Reprod Health 
May 22-25, 2013 
Copenhagen, Denmark 
www.escrh.eu 
 
14th Biennial Meeting of APSSM 
Asia-Pacific Society for Sexual Medicine 
May 31 - June 3, 2013 
Kanazawa, Japan 
www.apssm2013.com 
 
3rd World Congress on Medical Sexology. 
World Association for Medical Sexology 
September,  2013 
Malaga, Spain.  
Congress President: Francisco Cabello,  
www.academiasexologia.org  
 
21st  World Congress for Sexual Health  
World Association for Sexual Health 
June 23-27,  2013  
Rio de Janeiro, Brasil  
            See appendix 5 
www.worldsexology.org  
 
3rd World Congress on Medical Sexology. 
World Association for Medical Sexology 
President Org Comm: Francisco Cabello   
September,   2013 
Malaga, Spain.  
www.worldassociationformedicalsexology.com 
 
22nd World Congress for Sexual Health  
World Association for Sexual Health 
2015  
Singapore 
www.worldsexology.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



�
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Preparations for the WAS 2013 
Congress in Rio de Janeiro 

 
Signing of Contract  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


